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, the initials or names of the makers of the wares upon
which, the marks were struck.
The names of the sixty-two firms will be found
on pp. 85 to 88 together with the dates when the
marks were registered in Sheffield. The list is far
from being exhaustive ; none of the close plater's
names are included, nor has any reference been made
to marks for which no registration was secured. As
we have pointed out elsewhere there is no more com-
plete guide to this complex matter than Mr. Bradbury's
great; work, and marks about which there is doubt
must in the end, he carried to the court of appeal which
he. has set up. His index to the marks illustrated in
his book contains 650 entries and no fewer than 950
references.
The study of marks on Old Sheffield Plate is
rendered the more*, difficult by the fact that there were
.numerous changes in the partnerships during the
period through which, the craft flourished. Changes
in the ownership of a mark were frequent, for the
goodwill in an old mark was then, as it still is, a
substantial asset. That remark applies alike to plate,
cutlery and tools, and substantial sums have been
paid for the right of user, when old businesses are shut
down* 01* lapse from some cause or another. Mr.
Bradbury, by way of example, has worked out the
story of Daniel Holy's " Churchwarden/1 The business
was established in 1776 and the mark was registered
in 1784, by which year the original style of the firm,
IX Holy and Co., had become Dan*; Holy, Wilkinson
and Co, At a later date Holy took another partner,
one Parker, and the new firm thereupon registered a
as its mark. After a period, of years ths.